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What have we done so far? 
 

Early in 2016 the Parish Council took the 

decision to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

The Parish was formally designated as a 

Neighbourhood Plan area on 4 August 2016. 

The designated area is as shown on the map on 

this display.  
 

An Advisory Committee has been established 

involving residents and Parish Councillors, and 

this group have driven forward the process over 

the past 12 months. 
 

Funding was secured to help meet the cost of the 

delivery of the Plan and a consultation event 

took place in October 2016. A very successful 

community questionnaire was completed by 

over 25% of the adult population. 

 

‘Theme Groups’ have been considering the 

detail of the Neighbourhood Plan since their 

launch in the autumn last year and the display 

boards today reflect the outputs from these 

groups, plus other evidence gathered from the 

consultation and other sources. 

 



These groups have involved Parish Councillors 

and members of the community/local 

stakeholders and have considered issues to do 

with housing, the environment, community 

facilities, transport and employment. 

 

It is through these groups that the detail of the 

policies has taken shape. Members of the Theme 

Groups are here today and will be happy to talk 

to you about the work that has taken place. 

 

Have a look through the emerging policies and 

let us know what you think! Please comment on 

the flip chart paper beneath each display. 

 

This is your last chance to comment before the 

Plan is drafted, but there will be other 

opportunities to comment before it is finalised, 

and ultimately the Neighbourhood Plan will pass 

or fail depending on the outcome of a 

referendum here in Arnesby open to everyone 

on the electoral roll. 

 



What do we still have to do? 
Following this consultation event, the draft Plan 

will be put together taking into account the 

comments made and other evidence and will be 

considered by the Parish Council. 

Once approved by the Parish Council it will be 

submitted for what is known as pre-submission 

consultation where local and statutory 

consultees will have the opportunity to comment 

on the draft Plan.  

Once any further amendments have been made 

and approved by the Parish Council, the Plan will 

be submitted to Harborough District Council at 

which point it will carry statutory weight in 

planning terms and be considered when planning 

applications in the Parish are determined. 

The District Council will consult on the 

document before submitting it for an Independent 

Examination and ultimately a referendum within 

the Parish. 



The display boards contain planning policies 

(written in red) and also describe Community 

Actions (written in green). These are not 

planning policies and will not be subject to 

Examination but are issues for the Parish to take 

forward in support of the Plan. 

On the display boards in this room there is a range 

of information we welcome your comments on. 

Please read the material on display and give us 

your thoughts about whether you agree with the 

proposals and if not why not!  

This includes your views on a potential site for 

residential development to deliver an appropriate 

number of new dwellings in the Parish up to 

2031; sites for environmental protection, 

community facilities and transport related issues. 

Please give some thought to this as it will help us 

to finalise our understanding of the most important 

aspects of life in the Parish. 

This is your opportunity to shape development in 

the Parish over the next 14 years! 



Draft Vision 
Arnesby is surrounded by beautiful countryside and 

numerous scenic walking areas through open fields, the 

village features a diverse range of attractive houses and 

other buildings with strong historical traditions. It has a 

keen sense of place that local people wish to preserve. 

 

The vision is to put in place a policy framework that 

ensures that land use, development and potential changes 

are consistent with the following key objectives: 

 

• To reflect the wishes of Parishioners;  

• To maintain the character and community of Arnesby; 

• To protect Arnesby’s built and social heritage;  

• To protect and enhance the outstanding landscape and 

open countryside setting of the village, including rural 

views, vistas, open spaces and walkways; 

• To ensure appropriate residential development in the 

right place consistent with this vision; 
 

Do you support this vision statement? 

Would you make any changes? 
 

 



Housing 
The Parish is required to contribute to the supply 

of new housing across Harborough District 

irrespective of whether it prepares a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Neighbourhood Plan can shape the type, size 

and location of new housing in the Parish – 

executive houses, family houses or starter homes. It 

can specify expensive or affordable homes, 

specialist housing for older people or people with 

support needs. It can also influence housing design 

and protect locally important buildings from 

inappropriate development. 

In the emerging Local Plan, Arnesby is classified 

as a ‘Sub-Selected Rural Village’ along with 31 

others. Development will geared towards meeting 

a local need, reflecting the size, character, service 

provision and development constraints of each 

settlement. 

 



The Neighbourhood Plan provides an opportunity 

to determine where this small-scale new 

development will take place. 

You are invited to comment about where you 

think small-scale new development is best 

located within the parish. A development site is 

put forward for 11 dwellings which will meet the 

housing requirements for the parish up to 2031. 

It is proposed that ‘Limits to development’ are 

introduced for the built-up area of Arnesby. 

Development proposals within the 

Neighbourhood Plan area will be supported on 

the sites wholly within the Limits to 

Development boundary where the proposal 

complies with the policies in this Neighbourhood 

Plan including the need to achieve positive design 

and amenity standards. 

Please comment below. 

 

 

 

 



Development site 
 

A comprehensive assessment of the very limited 

options for residential development was undertaken 

by members of the housing theme group. One site 

scored highly for housing development and this is 

put forward in this Neighbourhood Plan as an 

allocation for 11 units. 

 

Development will be supported where: 

• The development will provide for 11 dwellings  

• A minimum of at least four of the units should be 

affordable, made available where possible to 

people with a local connection; 

• Two of the four affordable units will be offered at 

an initial 25%, 50% or 75% shared ownership 

and full ownership to 100% will be permissible. 

The other two units will be offered as starter 

homes at a full market discount of 20%.   

• Dwellings of of 3 bedrooms or fewer are 

supported; 

• A minimum of three of the dwellings will be of a 

single storey and meet the needs of older people; 

 

 



 

• The location of the three single storey dwellings 

is preferred to be next to the existing dwellings 

on the “bank”; 

• The existing footpath on Lutterworth Road will 

be extended to an adoptable standard and to be 

provided to Peatling Lane; 

• Traffic calming is required at this entrance to the 

village, digital speed awareness signs are 

required on Lutterworth Road; 

• The five properties that currently abut the site on 

the “bank” will require a boundary treatment; 

• A small development of three pieces of play 

equipment to meet the needs of children of 8 

years or under will be provided within the 

development site; 

• The whole of site A is to be built as one carefully 

designed scheme; The residential development 

will only be considered as one project submitted 

as one planning application and the site cannot be 

subdivided through more than one planning 

application. The site cannot therefore be 

subdivided in development terms. 

 

Do you support this? 



Countryside 
 

The parish is predominately rural in nature with the 

built-up area of Arnesby surrounded by open and 

attractive countryside. 

In planning terms, land outside a defined Limits to 

Development, including any small groups of 

buildings or small settlements, is treated as 

countryside. This includes any small groups of 

buildings or small settlements that may be found 

there. 

It is national and local planning policy that 

development in the countryside should be carefully 

controlled.  

The policy requires land outside the defined Limits 

to Development to be treated as open countryside, 

where development will be carefully controlled in 

line with local and national strategic planning 

policies. 

 

Do you agree? 

  



Windfall sites 
 

Windfall, or infill, sites are small-scale sites which 

come forward unexpectedly. This Neighbourhood 

Plan defines windfall sites as developments of two 

units or less in one location.  
 

Such sites have made a small but regular 

contribution towards the housing supply in the 

Parish for a considerable time. There is evidence 

that they will continue to make a small contribution 

to housing provision in the Parish. 
 

The policy supports windfall development which: 

• is within the Limits to Development;  

• respects the shape and form of Arnesby; 

• retains existing important natural boundaries such 

as gardens, trees, hedges and streams; 

• provides for safe vehicular and pedestrian access; 

• does not reduce garden space to an extent where 

it adversely impacts on the character of the area, 

or the amenity of neighbours. 

• is phased to take place after the development site 

to reduce disruption in the village  
 

Do you agree?  



Design 
 

Neighbourhood Plan will help ensure that any 

future development reflects the village’s 

architectural character and fully integrates into the 

village environment or makes a positive high level 

architectural contribution to the specific location.  
 

The use of high quality materials will ensure the 

sympathetic integration of new buildings with the 

existing character and environment of Arnesby.  
 

The proposed location of any development should 

not adversely affect environmental or heritage 

assets within the village that make a strong 

contribution to the character and physical form. 
 

The policy requires development to meet the 

following design requirements: 
 

• Development should enhance and reinforce the 

local character, diversity and sense of place of the 

specific location within the village. The size, 

density and proportions of new development must 

not have a negative impact on the local beauty of 

the countryside, without mitigation. 
 

• The character and historic importance of the 

listed and ancient buildings within the village 



should be considered to prevent new development 

having an adverse effect. 
 

• New development should embrace ‘green 

technologies’ wherever possible. 
 

• The use of odd windows, barge boards and 

decorative gable boards should be encouraged to 

draw the eye and add character. 
 

• Plots to be enclosed by native hedging if 

possible, or brick/ironstone walls of rural character. 
 

• Densities of build must be sympathetic to the 

village. No gated areas, and integration of new built 

areas must be sensitively linked into the village. 
 

• Environmental needs should be embraced by 

development. They should be of sustainable design 

and construction to meet high standards of energy 

and water efficiency and include the use of 

renewable and low carbon energy technology. 
 

• Developments should incorporate maintained 

sustainable drainage systems to minimise 

vulnerability to flooding and climate change. 

 
 

Do you agree?  

Is anything missing?? 



Housing Mix 
 

A wide range of evidence has been considered to 

establish the types of housing required in the Parish 

to 2031. This has been supplemented by community 

consultation on residents’ preferences.  
 

• 59.4% of the current housing is detached, this 

compares to 48.4% for HDC. 

• 50% of properties are one, two or three 

bedroomed, compared to 65.6% for HDC. 

• There are currently 50% of properties in Arnesby 

with four or five plus bedrooms. This compares to 

34.2% for HDC.  

• Over 61% of all households in the Parish have 

two or more spare bedrooms.  

The policy requires new housing development to 

provide a mixture of housing types specifically to 

meet the identified local needs in Arnesby. Support 

will be given to the construction of two and three 

bedroomed family houses and two bedroomed 

accommodation to meet the needs of older people. 

4+ bedroomed dwellings may be included in the 

mix but will be expected to comprise a minority. 

Do you agree?



Community Facilities 
 

Support for existing 
 

Community facilities and amenities provide 

important infrastructure for the residents of 

Arnesby, supporting and enhancing the quality of 

daily life and contributing to the vitality of the 

village.  
 

Some of these facilities and amenities offer local 

employment opportunities whilst others provide a 

focal point for social interaction and support 

important services; thereby reducing the need to 

travel, which is particularly important for those 

who do not have access to a car.  
 

The loss and threatened closure of facilities and 

services is, however, a common dilemma for rural 

communities.  The viability of many rural services 

is likely to be challenged further in future as a 

consequence of squeezed local authority budgets 

and more car owning residents commuting to 

work, driving to retail centres and accessing 

leisure facilities and other amenities further afield.  
 

Arnesby currently has a reasonably good range of 



facilities which include two churches, the village 

hall, a Primary School, a Care Home, allotments 

and a community woodland, a restaurant, a parent 

/care and toddler group and a playing field.   
 

Arnesby residents highly value these facilities and 

the Neighbourhood Plan includes policies that aim 

to retain, protect and enhance these important 

community assets.  
 

Development leading to the loss of an existing 

community facility (as described above) will not 

be supported unless it can be demonstrated that:  

a) There is no longer any need or demand for the 

existing community facility; or  

b) The existing community facility is, 

demonstrably, no longer economically viable; or  

c) The proposal makes alternative provision for the 

relocation of the existing community facility to an 

equally or more appropriate and accessible 

location within the Parish. 
 

A Community Action will explore opportunities to 

improve the accessibility and use of the 

community woodland. 

 

Do you agree? 

 



 

New and enhanced community 

facilities 
Community consultation with residents confirmed 

the importance of enhancing the range of facilities 

and amenities in the Parish, recognising their value 

to the local community.  
 

Other facilities that are lacking include a park with 

play equipment for young children; provision of a 

pavement leading to Peatling Magna and 

accessibility improvements to existing facilities. 
 

 

The policy states that additional community 

facilities will be supported where they will not 

result in severe traffic movements or disturbance 

to residential properties, or generate a need for 

parking that cannot be adequately catered for, and 

are of a scale appropriate to the needs of the 

locality and conveniently accessible for residents 

of the village wishing to walk or cycle, taking into 

account the needs of people with disabilities. 

A community action will seek to work with the 

Churches and the Village Hall to expand services 

to their respective coimmunities. 

Do you agree? 



Employment 
 

Arnesby is a rural parish some distance from 

major employment centres and employment 

opportunities within the Parish itself are limited.  

Many Arnesby residents commute to work.   
 

The effect of limited local employment 

opportunity combined with high property values 

impacts particularly on young people who often 

move away from the area. Where there are 

buildings dedicated to business use in the Parish it 

is recommended that they be protected against loss 

to other uses by restricting the premature 

demolition or conversion of existing commercial 

premises (B class uses) for non-commercial 

purposes.  
 

The policy resists the loss of commercial premises 

or land (Use Class B) that provides employment or 

future potential employment opportunities.  This 

will only be supported if it is clearly demonstrated 

that there is little prospect of the existing building 

or land being used for employment purposes.   

Do you agree? 

 



New employment 

initiatives 
 

Theme group discussion suggested there would be 

support for small-scale development appropriate to 

the rural nature of the village and the Parish. There 

was opposition to any larger scale business 

development, because of the inability of the roads 

to cope and it not being good for a small village.  
 

Any new employment initiatives should be 

sensitive to the character of the Parish. 

Employment proposals should only be seen as 

acceptable if they avoid harmful impacts on other 

matters agreed to be locally important such as 

increased traffic flows, parking, residential 

amenity, the preservation of historic/heritage assets 

and the local environment.  
 

There is, however, a need to recognise and support 

the increasing numbers of people who conduct their 

businesses from home. The Neighbourhood Plan 

reflects this in its proposals to provide a wider 

range of housing and to support the provision of 

local business premises where appropriate. 

 



Business development will be supported that: 
 

a) Is within the limits of development unless it 

relates to small scale leisure or tourism activities, 

or other forms of commercial/employment related 

development appropriate to a countryside location  

b) Is sited in existing buildings or on previously 

developed land  

c) Is of a size and scale not adversely affecting the 

character, infrastructure and environment of the 

village itself and the neighbourhood plan area 

d) Does not involve the loss of dwellings 

e) Does not increase noise levels or light pollution 

to an extent that they would unacceptably disturb 

occupants of nearby residential property  

f) Does not generate unacceptable levels of traffic  

g) Contributes to Arnesby’s character and vitality  

h) Is integrated, complementing existing business  

The following types of employment development 

will be supported:  

a) The small-scale expansion of existing 

employment premises across the Parish;  

b) Small-scale new build development within or 

adjacent to Arnesby village. 
 

Do you agree? 

 



Farm Diversification 
There are 9 working farms in the Parish and there is 

general support for farming diversification. The 

conversion of former agricultural buildings has 

enabled diversification, led to the sustainable re-use 

of vacant buildings and provided opportunities for 

the establishment and development of small 

businesses, such as cheese making, generating 

income and employment for local people. 

The policy supports the re-use, conversion and 

adaptation of existing agricultural and commercial 

buildings for small businesses, recreation, or 

tourism purposes subject to the following:  

a) The use is appropriate to the rural location 

b) The conversion/adaptation works respect the 

local character of the surrounding area  

c) The development will not have an adverse 

impact on any archaeological, architectural, 

historic or environmental features  

d) The local road system can sustain additional 

traffic and adequate parking is available. 

e) There is no significant adverse impact on 

neighbours through noise, light or other pollution 
or increased flood risk.    

Do you agree? 



Tourism 
Arnesby is a beautiful rural parish to which 

walkers and other visitors are attracted. The Parish 

is keen to extend a welcome to visitors whilst 

ensuring that their visit has a positive impact on 

parishioners - for example, in the context of 

traffic. 

 

Support will be given to facilities to enhance 

tourism which: 

a) Are within or adjoining Arnesby, on a scale 

appropriate to the settlement. 

b) Do not have a detrimental effect on the 

distinctive rural character of the Parish 

c) Do not adversely affect the surrounding 

infrastructure, particularly local road networks and 

water supply and sewerage 

d) Benefit the local community, through for 

instance, provision of local employment 

opportunities and improvements to local service 

provision, and is proportionate to the size of 

settlement in which it is located; and 

e) Where feasible, involves the re-use of existing 

buildings or is part of farm diversification. 

Do you agree? 



Homeworking 
 

 

In rural areas such as Arnesby with limited 

employment opportunities the benefit of supporting 

home working is that it helps to promote 

employment activities whilst reducing the 

dependency of the car for long journeys to 

employment sites outside the Parish.   

Currently some 11% of the village inhabitants work 

from home (full-time or part-time), a little less than 

the national figure of 14%. 

The policy supports conversion and new build 

proposals for office/light industrial uses where:  

a) Such development will not result in severe traffic 

movements and has appropriate parking 

provision  

b) No significant and adverse impact arises to 

nearby residents or other sensitive land uses from 

noise, fumes, light pollution, or other nuisance 

associated with the work activity; and  

c) Any extension or free standing building should 

not detract from the quality and character of the 

building to which they are subservient by reason 

of height, scale, massing, location or the facing 

materials used in their construction. 

Do you agree? 



Broadband infrastructure 
 

The modern economy is changing and increasingly 

requires a good communications infrastructure as a 

basic requirement to maximise technological 

advances. 73% of those responding to the 

questionnaire felt that their broadband and their 

mobile phone reception required improvement. It 

is crucial that Arnesby is able to accommodate and 

deliver new technology as is arises.  

 

The policy supports proposals to provide increased 

access to a super-fast broadband service (including 

future developments at present unforeseen) and to 

improve the mobile telecommunication network 

that will serve businesses and other properties 

within the Parish.  

 

This may require above ground network 

installations, which must be sympathetically 

located and designed to integrate into the 

landscape and not be located in or near open 

landscapes. 
 

Do you agree? 
 



Transport 
Footpaths 
 

Footpaths that form part of the public highway are 

maintained by LCC.  Community consultation has 

highlighted some specific issues and ideas that can 

be addressed through the Neighbourhood Plan. 

• The provision of a pedestrian pavement to the 

northern side of Lutterworth road extending 

down to the gated road to Peatling Magna. 

• Improvement of the existing footpath route 

between Arnesby and Shearsby and seeks the 

support of Shearsby in achieving this. 

The policy will seek the maintenance, upgrade 

and, where appropriate, extension of the pedestrian 

footpath network in the Parish in order to:  

a) Service new developments and connect them to 

the existing pedestrian footpath network;  

b) Encourage walking over car use for making 

journeys within the parish; and 

c) Provide an improved and more extensive 

footpath network to support exercise and leisure 

activities for Arnesby residents and visitors  

 

Do you agree? 



Traffic management 
Arnesby is a rural Parish with the major A5199 

running alongside which carries much traffic.  
 

Other roads in the Parish are covered by a 7.5ton 

weight limit (except for access).  
 

The village largely predates cars which leads to 

parking issues, particularly in the village centre. 
 

In the absence of regular public transport, the car 

necessarily provides the principal mode of 

transport for residents of the Parish. The National 

Planning Policy Framework encourages a 

reduction in congestion and greenhouse gas 

emissions through the introduction of measures 

which promote a reduction in the number of 

journeys made by car, and there are a number of 

actions that can be taken by individuals and by the 

public and private sectors to support this objective.  

The Plan therefore focuses on those areas where it 

can have an influence on the need to travel by car, 

highway safety and parking provision. In 

particular, it includes measures to promote new 

areas for parking and ensure that, where necessary, 

traffic management measures are provided in 

connection with new development. 

  



Traffic congestion remains an issue. This is 

especially the case during rush hour and school 

run but more generally, some areas of the village, 

such as Robert Hall Road, are often inaccessible to 

delivery vehicles and even to emergency vehicles 

because of the volume of parking.   
 

At drop off and pick up times parking outside the 

school creates congestion. Initiatives to encourage 

walking to school help to alleviate this problem. 

The field facility on Lutterworth Road can 

accommodate up to 8 cars. However, this is a 

temporary and informal arrangement between the 

school and the landowner. If this arrangement 

ceases, these cars will necessarily be parked on 

streets within the village. The strengthening of this 

arrangement is therefore important. 

For this reason, the policy: 

a) Does not support the loss of existing off-road 

parking unless a suitable alternative is made. 

b) Supports improvements to site access, 

communal parking and the highway network 

either directly or by financial contributions  

c) Supports the improvement and where possible 

creation of footpaths/cycleways to key services 
 

Do you agree? 
 



A Community Action is proposed that the Parish 

Council will develop a coherent action plan to 

address traffic and parking issues that have been 

identified through the Neighbourhood Plan 

including: 

 

a) Undertaking an ongoing awareness exercise to 

make explicit the negative impact on residents 

of parking on pavements (considering the use 

of double yellow lines) and working to 

achieve improvement of car parking provision 

for the village residents and visitors 

b) Explore the introduction of a one-way system 

at the centre of the village 

c) Seek to secure a formal arrangement for 

school staff parking 

d) Develop appropriate traffic calming measures 

for the village 

 

Do you agree? 

 
 

 

 

 


