
 LETTER TO ARNESBY RESIDENTS RE THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

REFERENDUM 

 

Dear Resident, 

 

RE: ARNESBY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

I am pleased to advise that we are nearing the end of this lengthy process and that the 

Neighbourhood Plan, submitted to Harborough District Council, has been approved by the 

Council and an Independent Planning Examiner. 

It now remains for the Village to vote by way of Referendum, to adopt the Plan, which will 

take us up to 2031, but which will be reviewed after each period of five years. 

In order that you should be aware of the proposals, I am setting out below a brief summary 

of the position which is covered by the Neighbourhood Plan. There are many other aspects 

incorporated in the Plan, but the predominant elements will be housing and development. 

BACKGROUND: 

1. The NP came about as a result of the new Core Strategy, being determined by HDC, 

removing limits to development (the ‘red line’, outside of which development will 

not normally be considered except in exceptional circumstances) 

2. This created the risk of potential housing or other development in rural areas on the 

edge or outside the village. 

3. The Consultation Process resulted in a conclusion that there should be such a 

restriction and that largely the housing requirement should be limited to a single 

site, ideally for 11 dwellings (more than ten dwellings affords the opportunity to 

include social and retirement housing in the mix along with other conditions). 

4. Unfortunately, an application to develop the site was submitted before the N P has 

been adopted and there was no opportunity to require the development to 

incorporate these conclusions as a condition of any permission. The application was 

considered under the ‘old’ Local Plan. 

5. However, the Parish Council, with HDC was able to encourage the applicant to 

include some smaller housing within the scheme and to re-arrange the layout, to 

create less impact on the properties in The Bank at the rear. 

6. Planning Permission has now been approved by HDC for this site. 

 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 



1. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the above site as being suitable for a housing 

development, but re-introduces the ‘red line’ outside of which permission for 

development will not normally be forthcoming. 

2. There is scope for ‘infill’ development within the ‘red line’, but only where the 

proposal meets certain criteria and, in particular, is not detrimental to the character 

and form of the village. 

3. There are other Policies regarding design, sustainability, employment, transport, 

environment and ecology, incorporated within the Plan 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Parish Council recommends that you vote in favour of adopting the Neighbourhood 

Plan at the Referendum on 28th February 2019. If the Plan is rejected then there will be no 

Plan and we would have little opportunity to stop housing or other proposals elsewhere 

within and outside the village, other than through the Policies of HDC’s Core Strategy which 

is yet to be adopted. 

 

Please therefore have your say and help shape the future of your village. 

 

THANKS 

 

In the hope and expectation that Residents will vote in favour of the Arnesby 

Neighbourhood Plan, I would like to place on record, my and the Parish Council’s thanks to a 

number of people who have contributed significantly to its development and preparation. 

These include Gary Kirk of Your Locale, the professional consultants appointed to advise and 

assist the Parish Council in preparing and delivering the Neighbourhood Plan and Bruce Kerr, 

Bob Kennett and Mike Ward, who formed the Arnesby Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee 

and have worked diligently to achieve this outcome. 

Additionally, some twenty or so volunteers have given up their time and enthusiasm, in 

serving on a number of sub-Groups, without whose contribution we would not have been 

able to complete this task. 

I am sure that you would wish me to thank these volunteers on your behalf and look 

forward to hearing of a resounding acceptance of the Arnesby Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

David Johnson 

Chairman, Arnesby Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee 



 

 

 

 

 


